
Linking Tourism & Conservation 

Why do tourists visit and engage in national parks and 
wilderness areas ? 
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The negative impacts of Tourism 
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What if tourism could save the world’s 
protected areas?  
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The tourism industry has a fundamental interest in the 
effective protection of nature around the world. 
 
• Over 50% of all tourists make use of protected areas 
 
• Nature tourism is the most rapidly growing segment 

of the global tourism industry 

IMAGINE a world in which tourism sustainably supports 
 the protection of the nature on which it depends. 
 



Bird-watching tourism is the fastest growing sector of 
nature-based tourism (example: Ottenby/Sweden) 
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The value of the Wadden Sea for centuries: 
winning new land for agriculture 



The Netherlands 

Today Wadden Sea national parks and UNESCO 

World Heritage Site - achieved by educated tourists 





10 



11 

What about the Taimyr National Park Initiative ? 



Tourists on Svalbard get inspired 
and engaged for the environment 
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LT&C-Example Svalbard 



14 

Franz Josef Land:  Cleaning military dump site to develop 
national park as tourist destination 







Tmatboey Community Protected Area Ecotourism 

Project, Cambodia: tourist payments related to 

amount of species they can observe 



Germany 

Schleswig- 
Holstein 

LT&C-Example Chumbe Island, Tanzania: individual 

initiative demonstrating value of no-fishing in private 

MPA 
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LT&C-Example Napo Wildlife Center, Ecuador: 

Indigenous landowners supported and convinced to 

use tourism for benefiting from national park  
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LT&C-Example South African National Parks: transparent use 
of entrance fees; income of most visited- supports also 
mangement of other parks 
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LT&C Exemple New Zealand’s MPAs – Poor Knights Islands 
Marine Reserve: governmental decision and support of 
fishermen to change to tourism 
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LT&C-Example Gansbaai, South Africa: Tour 

company invests in education and lobbying for 

MPA; practical help for threatened species 
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LT&C-Example Virunga National Park, DRC:  

Tourism supports species survival, benefit for local 

people and trilateral cooperation 
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LT&C-Example Amahoro Tours,  

Rwanda 
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LT&C-Example  

Chitwan National Park, Nepal 
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LT&C-Example  

Galápagos Islands, Ecuador 
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LT&C-Example South Georgia 
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LT&C-Example Jasmund National Park Education 

Center “Königsstuhl”: education and inteligent 

management of tourists 



Antarctic Tourism and Initiative for  
Ring of Marine Protected Areas 
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Germany 

Schleswig- 
Holstein 

LT&C Example Costa Rica: a whole country links Tourism & 
Conservation and produces leading examples of increasing 
conservation and ecotourism values 
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Relation to Climate Action & other SDGs 
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LT&C-Study Tours for making  
LT&C-Examples known 



Do you want to join?  
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www.ltandc.org 


